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Introduction1 / 

Brussels, city of fashion and design
Brussels is a city that is full of surprises!

Particularly welcoming and friendly, it attracts tourists as
much as it delights its inhabitants, and has always been and
will always be a multicultural city. But above all it is the
favourite and hospitable haunt of original and talented
designers, who, by being based there, not only enjoy the
recognition of their peers, but also find in this exuberant
and surrealist capital a fantastic environment in which to
live and to experiment.

That is why so many of these designers, who first chose Brussels
for its internationally renowned schools, whether the prestigious
La Cambre, or, for design and furniture, Saint Luc, the
Académie royale des Beaux Arts de Bruxelles (Brussels' royal
academy of fine arts), the C.A.D or the Hoge School Sint Lukas,
quickly and completely fell under the city's spell, deciding to
live and work there on permanent basis. 

Designs from Brussels are well known for combining great
practicality and innovation with a good shot of humour and
a total respect for quality. It is little wonder that anything
designed there, from clothing to decorative objects, or furni-
ture to fashion accessories, sells like hot cakes to the most
discerning customers in the best shops the world over. The
future looks bright for all the different styles of •Bruxellois•
fashion and design. 

The carefully selected itineraries in this brochure will help you
discover the wealth of fashion and design in Brussels, allowing
you at the same time to take in some of its loveliest and trendiest
districts.

Olivier Gilson VŽronique heene
COORDINATOR DESIGNED IN BRUSSELS COORDINATOR MODO BRUXELLAE
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RUE ANTOINE DANSAERT/ PLACE SAINT GERY The RUE ANTOINE DANSAERT - PLACE SAINT GERY DISTRICT 
the designers' haunt 
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Ultra-cool, trendy, vibrant, buzzing and stylish:
the Dansaert district attracts a lot of attention!
It is in this very district, fifteen or so years ago,
that the genius of a handful of designers who
made Brussels the avant-garde city it is today
exploded. By making the art of cutting their
magnificent obsession, and by turning this
forgotten part of Brussels into the nerve centre
of creative design, these very designers changed
the course of fashion, making the area the home
of an increasing number of shops and boutiques,
the fruits of many fertile and extradordinary
imaginations.

In the Xth century,Charles of France built a
fortified castle on the very site of the Ile Saint-
GŽry, formed by the branches of the river Senne -
which was subsequently buried under the city -
to which we owe the development of trade in
Brussels, as well as its craft industry and indus-
trial development. Moreover, textile production
and, in particular, luxury woollen fabrics have
been the pride and joy of Brussels from as early
on as the Middle Ages, not to mention, later on,
its unbelievable tapestries and Brussels' lace,
acknowledged for their incredible intricacy. 

Constantly under the spotlight,the Dansaert
district has won the heart not only of the

designers and the leading fashion houses, such
as Strelli, but also of the general public, thanks
to the magic it works. As small as it is - a little
bigger than a pocket handkerchief! - it attracts
talent like a magnet. It is with the same rever-
ence that people enter its smaller boutiques,
some the size of little dolls' shops, or its large
refined shops dedicated to the eulogy of the
material. Fashion designers, stylists, jewellers
and milliners alike turn silk, wool, cashmere
and linen into exceptionally beautiful items,
some produced in very limited quantities, if not

unique pieces. From the subtly stylish, to the
flashy, or the sexy to the romantic, the nostal-
gic or the timeless, you'll find every shape and
style there.

And during this little journeybetween the
trendy Saint-GŽry district, with its many lively
cafŽs, and the Brussels' Canal, don't hesitate
to stop here and there to catch a glimpse of
the traces of time. Linger a while to look at the
Flemish Neo-Renaissance architecture of the
Halles Saint-GŽry, which date back to 1881
and have become an exhibition centre dedi-
cated to Brussels' heritage, or have a look at
the Eglise Sainte-Catherine, a church built by
the architect of the splendid Palais de Justice
(law courts) of Brussels and of the Vismet,
where in times past the city's port were a hive
of activity. Something that really shouldn't be
overlooked is the Usagexterne, of some 600 m2

entirely dedicated to young designers and new
trends in the French Community.

Most of the street namesin this area evoke
the former activity of the district or its political
figures: Antoine Dansaert was a local council-
lor and LŽon Lepage, the deputy burgomaster
for State education.
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RUE ANTOINE DANSAERT - PLACE SAINT-GERY 

100% designers!

Prototype Van-der-Eecken
¥ 13 rue du Pont de la Carpe
Kurt and Sabine are a brother and sister who have been
combining their talents for 18 years. They use Belgian textiles
exclusively, with wool in winter and linen in summer!
Something to appeal to the country's artists and those who
adore beautiful lines.

Chine
¥ 2 rue Van Artevelde
Transparency and lightness, clothes for slipping on and layering
with infinite grace.

Shampoo & Conditioner
¥ 18 rue des Chartreux
Elegant, chic and off-beat, a tailor-made fashion studio that's
taking off at a breathtaking rate!

Espace Bizarre
¥ 19 rue des Chartreux
A pioneer in the cool district, a selection of innovative furniture
and objects to fall in love with and that gives pride of place to
Belgian designs.

Kartell
¥ 2 rue Antoine Dansaert
The flagship store of the big designer name in a place fitted
out by Ferruccio Laviani: a colourful, transparent world of plastic
materials waiting to be discovered.

Christa Reniers 
¥ 29 rue Antoine Dansaert
Her gold and silver jewellery are inspired by natural and organic
rounded shapes, playing cat and mouse with matte and shiny
finishes.
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Nicolas Woit
¥ 80 rue Antoine Dansaert
In his boudoir, every woman plays a film star of the thirties or
fiftiesÉ Length and femininity are the influences on this
space designed by the master of the house for ÒtheÒ woman.
Printed and colourful styles in very limited editions for special
nights out as well as for every day. 

Johanne Riss
¥ 35 place du Nouveau MarchŽ aux Grains
Lycra that transforms both the sylph-like and the curvy into
sirens. A shop where the space expands endlessly, a place full
of creative energy. 

Christophe Coppens
¥ 2 rue LŽon Lepage
The first time you wear a Coppens hat is like the first mouthful
of chocolate cake: heavenly! First, you go there to buy some-
thing for a friend's wedding, or your own, and thenÉ you go
back again! The ultimate luxury of accessories that come in
unusual materials and surprising themes. 

JEAN PAUL KNOTT
¥ 3 rue LŽon Lepage
Elegance makes the woman. Beyond compare. A young Brussels'
designer who has studied in New York and, in the nineties, was a
fashion artist for the Yves Saint Laurent Rive Gauche collection.

Olivier Strelli
¥ 44 rue Antoine Dansaert
More well-known to the general public, Olivier Strelli casts a
spell over the street with his warm shades and collections evoking
travel and elegance. Diaphanous and transparent materials for
summer and perfectly cut woollen fabrics for the cooler seasons.

Marianne Timperman
¥ 50 rue Antoine Dansaert
Basic, Grafic, GoldicÉ some of the names evoking an endless
talent that quite literally highlights the material used. Here, you'll
find inimitable and extremely individual jewellery, mainly silver
but also gold.

La Belle et la B•te
¥ 73 rue Antoine Dansaert
A classic, invigorated by a great breath of fresh air and cheer-
fulness!

Annemie Verbeke
¥ 64 rue Antoine Dansaert
Her name is on everyone's lips. Her clothes are chosen because
they have that special touch and those little details that make
all the difference. Italy, France and Japan can't resist the charm
of this Belgian fashion designer's Òtotal lookÒ.

Nebu
¥ 27 rue Antoine Dansaert
A slightly magical place where you become completely absorbed
in the creative spells of our favourite designers.

Stijl
¥ 74 rue Antoine Dansaert
A pioneer of fashion in the district (1984), this place has become
a benchmark in Belgian fashion. Here, you'll find, among others,
the creations of Sophie D'Hoore, Xavier Delcour, Ann
Demeulemeester and Dries Van Noten.
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Mieke Cosyn
¥ 11 rue LŽon Lepage
ÉHow about getting married ten times just for the pleasure
of wearing a Mieke Cosyn dress on each occasion? Silky,
smooth or textured materials, fashioned to measure by the
most skilful hands. For the big day itself, or any others,
because these heavenly designs also come in a range of colours
for all sorts of ceremonial occasions. 

Azniv Afsar
¥ 28 rue LŽon Lepage
Already six years of designing! Geometry and architecture of a
cut that's all about structure: a programme that speaks volumes
for this young designer. For those ladies - and gentlemen -
who want to be different. Very restrained, but with such class!

Modo Bruxellae
¥ 38 rue LŽon Lepage
¥ www.modobruxellae.be
To find out everything there is to know about fashion in Brussels!
Modo promotes Brussels' fashion among the general public,
media and those in the trade. A place that's open and invalu-
able to Brussels and its designers, a welcome in the image of
the capital.

Martin Margiela
¥ 40 rue LŽon Lepage
Opened in 2002 after Tokyo and before Paris, the Brussels' shop
of Martin Margiela from Antwerp is popular with the biggest
names.

Marina Yee
¥ 3 rue MarchŽ aux Porcs
Another fashion designer - and member of the Antwerp 6 - who
has chosen Brussels in order to draw on the energy of movement,
fluidity of space and creative freedom of the city! 

Mademoiselle Jean
¥ 100 rue Antoine Dansaert
A deliciously flirty shop with a window display and decor that
speak volumes about the femininity of the subject. 
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Ò
Halles Saint-GŽry

¥ 1 Place Saint-GŽry 
¥ Tel: +32(0)2 502 44 24 or www.hallessaintgery.be
To find out all there is to know about Brussels' heritage: infor-
mation and temporary exhibitions.

Hooy Kaye 
¥ 20 Quai aux Pierres de Taille
¥ www.hooykaye.com 
Please note! Temporary exhibitions only.

Le MusŽe des Plastiques ou Plasticarium
¥ 35 rue Locquenghien
¥ Tel: +32(0)2 344 98 21 
The only one of its kind in the world, this building, dedicated to
the most revolutionary materials, presents a collection to take
your breath away, including works of art, furniture and objects
from everyday life by the biggest designers from the sixties to
the present-day. Outstanding. For groups of at least 10 people,
by appointment only.

Y-Dress ?
¥ 102 rue Antoine Dansaert
Whatever you do, don't imagine you've seen everything until
you've been here! An architectural perspective of space to take
your breath away, a wild sense of humour coupled with an
obvious feel for comfortÉ Abracadabra!!! There's the T-Shirt
that turns into trousers, the towelling bag that becomes a dress,
the instant crinoline and much more besides!

OWN
¥ 5 place du Jardins aux Fleurs
Collections by Thierry Rondenet and HervŽ Yvrenogeau, two young
men who didn't seem in any way predestined for fashion. This
is a collection for men that is described as simple, unpretentious
and inventive. Well worth a look!

Hatshoe
¥ 89 rue Antoine Dansaert
For feet that love originality, fine materials and clever cutting,
shoes by big Belgian names like Dries Van Noten and VŽronique
Branquinho.

Alice 
¥ 182 rue Dansaert
To end with a flourish, a 'gallery/shop' packed with urban
surprisesÉ Mysterious? It certainly is!

Le Bonheur
¥ 196 rue Antoine Dansaert
In Brussels, if you want to listen to the sound of le Bonheur
(happiness), go to the canal! A curious mixture of music,
accessories and videos in a place that will make you feel like
singing.

DŽp™t Design
¥ 19 quai du Hainaut (on the other side of the canal)
A temple to design to suit all pockets.

100% trendy! zoom Heritage
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Tell uSÉ 

ÉMieke Cosyn

ÉXavier Lust designer

THE RUE ANTOINE DANSAERT - PLACE SAINT GERY DISTRICT 

•I don't sell dresses. I make clothes for women•. 

For those women who prefer to be rather than to seem, Mieke
Cosyn creates very graceful and restrained made-to-measure
evening wedding dresses.

Why did you choose Dansaert? 
With Dansaert, it was love at first sight, a love story that's
lasted 18 years! I live there with my family, I design there, I
work there. It's an everyday pleasure, consisting of encoun-
ters with different people, a wonderful mixture of lifestyles,
high-class cultural events! There's always something happen-
ing here! I find Brussels captivating; it allows me to achieve
what I want with a sense of harmony and I hope that I reflect
that state of mind in the creative work that I do with the women
who come to me! It's a genuine encounter that's incredibly
fruitful and satisfying. 

If you had to define Brussels as a city of creative design, what
would you say?
Brussels is a city that improves on acquaintance. It's a city
that's worth discovering on all levels, whether it's architec-
ture, cultural and festive events or, of course, fashion.
There's so much creativity in Brussels and among the people
who live here!

Where do you like to have a drink or eat out? 
I usually stay in the District for lunch. I like having lunch in
summer under the trees of the Vieux marché aux Grains, at
the Paon royal for example.

Xavier Lust was born in 1969. He completed his studies at the
Interior Design department of St Luc. He set up his studio in the
early nineties, specialising in the use of metal and building up
considerable experience in shaping metal sheet. He is develop-
ing a design that combines innovation, industrial production,
functionality, emotion and commercial viability.

Why Brussels? 
Quite simply because I've always lived there! A stroke of
luckƒI have to say that it could certainly have been worse
because this is a small city with the big advantages that inter-
national cities have but without having the disadvantages.
What's more, for someone who likes to travel, as I do, it's
perfect because links with other countries are excellent.

How would you describe Brussels as a city of creative design?
It's a magnet! It's an international centre of attraction for
Belgian and foreign designers in sectors as varied as the fine
arts, music, fashion, designƒ To me, its strength is its multi-
plicity, its wealth of culture, which is no doubt linked to the
linguistic duality and constant clash of Latin and Germanic
cultures.

Which are your favourite places for having a bite to eat? 
No hesitation, le Café des Spores (chaussée d'Alsemberg,
103) and le Vismet (Place Sainte Catherine, 23).
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